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To THE EDITOR & VoiT"! ^nsurance Commission wants to change accident 'surcharges' 

United Way sends thanks 
Dear Editor: 

The United Way of Eagle Lake 
wishes to thank everyone who made 
our Bridge and Domino Fun Day so 
successful. 

In particular we want to thank the 
Eagle Lake Headlight for running the 
notices, The Prairie Edge Museum 
Board for making the Museum avail- 
able and the players and contributors 

who joined in the fun. 

United Way raised $450 from this 
effort which kicked off the 1998 Fund 
Drive. 

For all this, we thank you very 
much. 

Sincerely, 
Tom Reed, 
United Way of Eagle Lake 

Many Texans who have been in 
motor vehicle accidents involving 
claims for bodily injuries have noticed 
that their premiums go up 15% for the 
next three years. 

The Texas Department of Insur- 
ance is proposing a rule that would bar 
these insurance premium "sur- 
charges" for drivers at fault in acci- 
dents causing less than $1,000 in re- 
pairs and less that $3,000 in medical 
expenses. 

A public hearing on the proposal is 
scheduled for July 1, Insurance Com- 
missioner Elton Bomer said. 

State Capitol 
Highlights 
By Lyndell Williams 

and Ed Sterling 
Texas Press Association 

While consumer groups wel- 
comed the idea of limiting the sur- 
charges, insurance industry officials 
said the proposal could penalize acci- 
dent-free drivers. 

About 44% of noninjury accidents 

(r Let' shook Back. 

^ 
24 & 48 YEARS AGO 

^ 

^ 
May 18,1973 

Being named valedictorian has 
been like a family tradition with the 
Janish's of Nada. Thomas Janish, 
the youngest, has upheld this tradition 
by being named 1973 valedictorian at 
Rice High, making the fifth valedicto- 
rian in the family. They have also had 
twosalutatorians... 

Rice High School students elected 
these five young ladies to be their 
cheerleaders for the 1973-74 school 
year Paula Szymanski, D'Ann 
Davison, Shirley Fajkus, Peggy 
Stallman and Debra Parker... 

Ten members of the Rice High 
School senior class had perfect atten- 
dance and received certificates at the 

awards assembly May 11th. They are 
Matthew Schoellmann, Pam Kre- 
nek, Terry Gant, Reggie Brisco, 
Mary Alice Perez, Kay Jones, 
James Matthys, Audrey Coleman, 
Tim Berger andTraylor Walker... 

Mrs. Verner Thomas Matthews 
announced the engagement of her 
daughter, Verner Sue Matthews, to 
George Arnold Weller Jr. of Beau- 
mont. The wedding will be on Aug. 4 
at Christ Episcopal Church in Eagle 
Lake. The groom-elect is the son of 
Mr. & Mrs. George Weller Sr. of 
Beaumont... 

Mr. & Mrs. Walter Sommer Sr. 
of Eagle Lake are proud to announce 
the engagement  and  approaching 

CHARLIE MARTIN 
TREE SERVICE 

All Types of Tree Service 
16 Years Experience 

FREE Estimates 
Senior Citizens Discounts 

1-888-732-9135 
409-732-9135 

Columbus 

TFoot 
Facts 9 

By Dr. Eric R. Tepper, Podiatrist 

REST VS. EXERCISE FOR ARTHRITIS 
Arthritis is one of the most common complaints of people over 50, affecting 

more than40 million Americans. That's probably why there are so many "experts" 
on how to handle it, from the know-it-all elderly aunt to the guy who fixes your car. 
Unfortunately, a little knowledge can do a lot of damage where your feet arc 
concerned. For example, some types of arthritis of the foot require exercise to 
combat the stiffness and pain. For others, such as gout, exercise could be the worst 
approach, as rest is needed for healing. Depending on the type and severity of the 
condition, treatment options may include anti-inflammatory medication, physical 
therapy, exercise, and special shoes or inserts (orthotics). 

It's time to pay attention to what your feet are trying to tell you when each step 
is more painful than the one before. Don't ignore foot problems like arthritis, 
injuries, diseases, or inherited conditions. Your feet aren't supposed to hurt and 
there is help through techniques of modern podiatry when they do. At Rice Medical 
Center, we offer foot care for all members of your family by appointment on 
Tuesdays. Please call 234-5571. 

P.S. In severe cases of arthritis, surgery may be needed to repair or replace 
damaged joints in the foot. 

marriage of their daughter, Carolyn 
Marie, to Randy Louis Burrow, son 
of Mr. & Mrs. Walter Burrow of 
Eagle Lake. The wedding is planned 
for Aug. 4,1973, at Our Lady of Per- 
petual Help Catholic Church in Eagle 
Lake... 

Mr. & Mrs. James A. Mathis Jr. 
are the pleased parents of a son born 
Wednesday, May 16, at 4:07 p.m. in 
the Eagle Lake Community Hospital. 
The young man weighed five pounds 
at birth. A name had not been defi- 
nitely decided at the time of this writ- 
ing... 

Friends here will regret to learn of 
the death of Paul Barnett of Macon, 
Ga., the son of Mrs. W.A. Barnett of 
this City and the late Mr. Barnett. 

April 28,1950 
Over 65 senior members have 

been signed up for the Eagle Lake 
Civil Air patrol, is the report of W.M. 
Thomas Sr., Chairman of the Avia- 
tion Committee of the Chamber of 
Commerce... 

The Rice Recipe Contest of the 
Agricultural Committee of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce begins this week. 
Monthly awards of $10 will be made 
for the "Rice Recipe of the Month"... 

The Eagle Lake High School Band 
will play a concert in the school audi- 
torium the night of Friday, May 5, 
Martin Hale, director, said this 
week... 

Members of 15 organizations of 
the town rose to their feet to signify 
their approval of the project of build- 
ing a Community Hall for Eagle Lake 
at a meeting held atCity Hall Wednes- 
day night David Wintermann pre- 
sided as chairman of the meeting at the 
request of Mrs. C.E. Evoritt Sr., 
president of the Eagle Lake Garden 
Club, who called the meeting... 

Dianne Duncan, daughter of Mr. 
& Mrs. Gardner Duncan,celebrated 
her third birthday last Friday after- 
noon with a party at the home of her 
grandmother, Mrs. I.V. Duncan... 

Eagle Lake School will make the 
records next fall term as for the first 
time in history, the scholastic count in 
Eagle Lake goes over 1,000... 

The 1950 Seniors have scheduled 
their trip West from May 27th to June 
8th. What a wonderful way to go!... 

Congratulations to Mr. & Mrs. 

SPORTSMAN'S 
RESTAURANT 

201 Boothe • Eagle Lake • 234-3071 

Be Closed 
Memorial Day 

Weekend 
Closed Saturday through 

Monday, May 23-25. 

We Will Open at 5:30 a.m 
Tuesday, May 26 

Gardner Seaholm on their new addi- 
tion to the family. Gus Elner was born 
April 25th... 

Mrs. W.E. Lenhart, Mrs. V.T. 
Matthews, Mrs. C.E. Evoritt Sr., 
Mrs. I.V. Duncan and Mrs J.G.Jen- 
kins attended the Garden Club Talent 
Coffee at the Shamrock Hotel's Gre- 
cian Room Tuesday when most tal- 
ented members of garden clubs in 
District 4 were honored... 

The 1950 Red Cross Drive, after a 
slow start here, has ended, announced 
H.J. Campbell, chairman of the 
Drive. Eagle Lake met its quota of 
$1,000... 

About 75 parents and teachers saw 
the entertaining hobby and puppet 
show put on by Mrs. C.E. Johnson 
and Mrs. V.T. Matthews at last 
week's meeting of the Parent-Teach- 
ers' Association... 

Miss Sue Wegenhoft of Eagle 
Lake has just recently written a book 
dealing with the accounting problems 
of farmers and ranchers, which is in 
the process of being published by the 
Bureau of Business Research at Texas 
University... 

Cub Scouts Den 3 won a softball 
tournament over Den 1-2 team last 
Wednesday afternoon... 

Mrs. E.C. Terrell entertained 
with a coffee at 10:00 o'clock yester- 
day morning for Mrs. J.R. Reed, who 
is moving today to El Campo. 

in Texas result in vehicle damage of 
less than $1,000. About 20% of all 
injury accidents result in medical 
expenses lower than $3,000. 

Child-Care Legislation in Works 
In preparing for the upcoming 

session of the Texas Legislature, 
which begins Jan. 12, Democratic 
state lawmakers are working on legis- 
lation to make child care better, more 
accessible and more affordable. 

"Our Texas families should not 
have to choose between the jobs they 
need and the child that they love," said 
Sen. Gonzalo Barrientos, D-Austin. 
Barrientos and others are preparing a 
plan that includes: 

•Tax breaks for companies that 
provide or help pay for high quality 
child care; 

•The pooling of nonprofit and pri- 
vate money to attract federal child- 
care funds; 

•Working with state and local offi- 
cials to open more child-care facili- 
ties; and 

•Speeding up background checks 
on child-care workers. 

Rep. Sherri Greenberg, D-Austin, 
said a big problem is attracting good 
workers to the child-care industry 
because of low pay and high stress. If 
the Legislature can get more money 
into the industry, it could help, she 
said. 

But Karen Hughes, spokeswoman 
for Gov. George W. Bush, called the 
Democrats' effort "a nice-sounding 
political ploy." 

Hughes said Texas already is get- 
ting the maximum amount of federal 
assistance for child care and Gov. 
Bush has always advocated increased 
funding for child care. 

UT Votes to Appeal Hop wood 
At a meeting last week in Odessa, 

University of Texas System regents 
voted 9-0 to appeal the case that made 
it illegal for universities to use race as 
a factor in admitting students. 

The board of regents asked Attor- 
ney General Dan Morales to let the 
Houston-based law firm of Vinson & 
Elkins handle an appeal of the "Hop- 
wood" case, because Morales earlier 
said he would not handle it himself. 

•Carey Elizabeth Gore, the grand 
daughter of Fair Wells of Eagle Lake, 
graduated from Meredith College in 
Raleigh, N.C., on Sunday, May 10. 

Driving up for the graduation ac- 
tivities were Mrs. Clarence Gore, Mrs. 
Robert R. (Fair) Wells Jr., Mrs. I.W. 
Russek and Mrs. Eliot Tucker. Mr. 
Gore flew up May 9 to join the group. 

On the way to Raleigh, the four- 
some spent one night in Spartanburg, 
S.C., wtih Dr. Sandra Thomas, Presi- 
dent of Converse College and daugh- 
ter of Rusty Thomas of Eagle Lake. 

The next night was spent in Blow- 
ing Rock, N.C., in one of Dr. Thomas' 
houses. 

The group also visited Calaway 
Gardens in Georgia and the Biltmore 
Estate in Ashville, N.C. 

•Wharton County Junior College 
Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society re- 
cently held two induction ceremonies 
for the Spring of 1998. 

Congratulations to the following 
inductees to the ZetaXi Chapter of Phi 
Theta Kappa: from Eagle Lake: 
LeShon Dromgoole, Sunny Gertson 
and Amanda Weishuhn; from East 
Bernard: Misty Bruce, Ryan Bubela, 
Katie Jochec, Brandi Minks, Dana 
Lea Murrile and Melissa Stelzel; and 
from Lissie: Lindsey Guthman. 

•If you have a student finishing 
eighth grade and moving on to Rice 
High School next year, be sure to read 
about the graduation party being 
planned for May 29 at the Community 
Center (see Page 1). All help and do- 
nations will be greatly appreciated! 

JOHN B. MYRES, D.D.S. 
® ^VieWs On 

^Dental Healtti 
234-3525 

Located on 90-A 
at Laughlin Road 

PERIODONTAL DISEASE? 
It's a fact. Adults lose more teeth to 

periodontal (gum) disease than they 
do to tooth decay or any other dental 
problem. There are two stages of gum 
disease. The mildest and earliest form 
is gingivitis, an inflammation of the 
gums due to plaque buildup. If treated 
promptly, it is reversible. The most 
destruction of all Is periodontitis, which 
causes irreversible changes in sup- 
porting tissue and even destruction of 
the bone that holds the teeth in place. 

The primary cause of periodontal 
disease is plaque, a sticky, colorless, 
bacteria-laden film that forms on the 
teeth. This eventually turns to tartar (a 

hard, granular substance) which irri- 
tates the gums and causes them to pull 
away from the tooth and form "pockets" 
which become inflamed. 

The only way to guarantee healthy 
gums and teeth is to remove plaque 
each day with proper brushing and 
flossing. Also, don't miss your check- 
ups and professional cleanings. Your 
dentist can detect and treat early gum 
problems if given a chance. 

Presented as a public service to 
promote better dental health. From the 
office ofJOHN B. MYRES, D.D.S., 700 
S. McCarty Avenue, Eagle Lake, 
234-3525. 

Affordable Dental Care for the Whole Family 
•Gentle Family Dentistry -Nitrous Oxide Sedation 

Available -All Phases of General Dentistry including 
Cosmetic -Extractions -Wisdom Teeth, Root Canals, 

Crowns, Bridges, Dentures & Partials and 
Orthodontics -Insurance & New Patients Welcome 

Open 8-5, Monday through Friday Saturday: 8-2 
MasterCard and Visa Accepted After Hours Call:409-234-5172 

Vinson & Elkins already has assisted 
in the case for five years, free of 
charge. 

The board of regents face a May 18 
deadline in filing notice with the 5th 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals. 

In its motion to seek an appeal, the 
board said, "If the Hopwood injunc- 
tion is not challenged, all institutions 
in the state of Texas are at a competi- 
tive disadvantage in the recruitment of 
students." 

Regents said it is essential for the 
U.S. Supreme Court to decide whether 
U.S. institutions of higher learning 
can consider race when admitting stu- 
dents, awarding them scholarships 
and financial aid. 

Interstate Branch 
Banking Is Allowed 

Texas Banking Commissioner 
Cathy Ghiglieri announced last week 
that she would be accepting applica- 
tions for interstate merger and branch- 
ing transactions for all state-chartered 
banks. 

In permitting the 450 state-char- 
tered banks to operate offices under 
the same rules as nationally chartered 
banks, Ghiglieri made the decision 
because she doesn't want to put state 
banks in a position of "competitive 
inequality" with national banks. 

Her decision came a week after a 
federal judge in Dallas sided with the 
U.S. Comptroller of the Currency in a 
merger application filed by Nations- 
Bank of North Carolina and Nations- 
Bank of Texas. 

NationsBank of Texas is a branch 
of NationsBank of North Carolina and 
does not pay state franchise taxes and 
avoids other Texas laws. 

Other Capital Highlights 
•Houston attorney Joe Jamail, an 

alumnus of the University of Texas at 
Austin, has given his alma mater $2 
million for minority-student scholar- 
ships: $1 million to endow a scholar- 
ship program for undergraduates and 
$1 million for a similar program for 
law students. Black and Hispanic en- 
rollment at UT has dropped since the 
1996 "Hopwood"ruling stopped race- 
based admissions policies. 

•A study of the 23,000 sex offend- 
ers in Texas state prisons has identi- 
fied 33 inmates as violent predators. 
Those inmates may qualify for invol- 
untary commitment beyond the com- 
pletion of their sentences under a pro- 
posal to be debated during the next 
legislative session. 

•Attorney General Morales said 
last week that Texas would get more 
money in its settlement with the to- 
bacco industry and be able to impose 
broader restrictions on cigarette mak- 
ers' marketing tactics because of 
Minnesota's farther-reaching tobacco 
settlement. 

•Attorney General Morales ruled 
last week that most health mainte- 
nance organization complaint records 
are open to the public. The records are 
kept at the Texas Department of Insur- 
ance. HMO officials contended confi- 
dentiality was necessary to protect the 
privacy of patients. 

TWONC 
to meet at 
Attwater 

The Tom Waddell Outdoor Nature 
Club (TWONC) plans a late afternoon 
tour of the Attwater Prairie Chicken 
National Wildlife Refuge (APCN- 
WR) along the San Bernard River 
about five miles NE of Eagle Lake on 
the road to Sealy (FM 3013). 

This field event will be Wednes- 
day, May 20, beginning at 5 p.m. (late 
arrivals can easily catch-up) at the 
Refuge headquarters. 

Although the spring migration is 
winding down, there will be plenty of 
upland, marsh and water birds to view 
plus an assortment of prairie and ripar- 
ian flowering plant life. 

This locality, says TWONC Presi- 
dent Fannie Merle Welch of Wharton, 
is plenty close for the convenience of 
most members, would-be members 
and visitors. 

(See Nature, Page 3) 

Bible Verse 
of the Week 
"All scripture is given by in- 

spiration of God." 
— II Timothy 3:16 

Submitted by Neddy Phillips 
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